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1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT JAMES RESTON OP-ED COLUMN NEW YORK 
TIMES, MAY 17, HEADLINED "MR. NIXON S NEGLECTED CABINET." 

2. THE PRESIDENT'S CABINET HAS BEEN PUT IN AN AWKWARD 
POSITION BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY IN CONGRESS, AND IT IS 
CLEAR FROM THEIR PUBLIC STATEMENTS THAT THEY HAVE BEEN 
NEGLECTED BY THE WHITE HOUSE AND THAT THEY HAVE NOT YET 
SORTED OUT THEIR LOYALTIES. 

3. FOR EXAMPLE, CLAUDE S. BRINEGAR, THE PRESIDENT'S 
TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY, TOLD THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB 
HERE THE OTHER DAY THAT HE WAS "SHOCKED, OFFENDED AND 
DISCOURAGED," BY THE WATERGATE "MESS" BUT DIDN'T WANT THE 
PRESIDENT TO RESIGN. 

4. ON THE SAME DAY, SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FREDERICK B. 
DENT TOLD AN AUDIENCE IN GREENSBORO, N.C., THAT THE PRESI 
DENT'S WAERGATE TRANSCRIPTS SHOWED THAT THE PRESIDENT 
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WAS NOT GUILTY OF ANY CRIMINAL ACT, BUT HE ADDED THAT THE 
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PRESIDENT'S POLITICAL ENEMIES WERE LEADING THE IMPEACHMENT 
DRIVE AND THAT THE MEDIA HAD TRIED TO OBSCURE "THESE FACTS 
AND DWELL ON THIS SUBJECT WITH A VINDICTIVENESS AND GLEE 
THAT DISTORT A FAIR EVALUATION OF THE BROADER ISSUES OF 
THE DAY." 

5. MEANWHILE, SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE CABINET LIKE HENRY 
KISSINGER AT STATE AND JAMES SCHLESINGER AT DEFENSE, 

THOUGH THEY ARE CONSTANTLY INVITED TO PASS JUDGMENT ON THE 
TRANSCRIPTS, HAVE TRIED TO STAY OUT OF THE PUBLIC CONTRO- 
VERSY AND CONCENTRATED ON THEIR JOBS, AND THIS SEEMS TO BE 
THE SENSIBLE THING TO DO DURING THE IMPEACHMENT PROCESS. 

6. THE MAIN THING FOR THE MOMENT IS THAT THE EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH OF THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD KEEP GOING AT MAXIMUM 
EFFICIENCY WHILE THE PRESIDENT IS PREOCCUPIED WITH HIS OWN 
DEFENSE. HE HAS SET THE DIRECTION OF POLICY BUT IT IS 
CARRIED OUT BY THE CABINET AND THE CIVIL SERVICE, AND THE 
MORE HE IS DIVERTED BY THE IMPEACHMENT CHARGES AGAINST HIM. 
THE MORE HE HAS TO RELY ON THE CABINET AND THE BUREAUCRACY 
TO KEEP THE ENGINE OF GOVERNMENT GOING. 

7. ACTUALLY, THERE IS NO INSTITUTIONALIZED CABINET IN 
WASHINGTON. MAYBE THERE SHOULD BE, AND IF THERE HAD 
BEEN, THE WATERGATE SCANDALS AND THE COVERUP COULD NOT 
POSSIBLY HAVE HAPPENED, BUT THERE ISN’T. CABINET MEMBERS 
HAVE NO CONSTITUENCIES OF THEIR OWN. THEY WERE NOT ELECTED 
AS A GOVERNING BODY. THEY WERE THE PERSONAL CHOICES OF THE 
PRESIDENT, CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE, AND THEIR MAIN JOB IS 

TO ADMINISTER HIS POLICIES AS THE PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE 
OFFICERS OF THEIR DEPARTMENTS. 

8. THAT IS THE PRESENT SITUATION OF THE NIXON CABINET 
UNDER THE PREVAILING DIFFICULTIES. BUT IT DOES NOT MEAN 
THAT THEY ARE BOUND TO SUPPORT WHATEVER THE PRESIDENT DOES. 
THEY CAN RESIGN IF THEY THINK MR. NIXON'S POLICIES ARE 
WRONG, OR THAT HE HAS LOST THE CONFIDENCE ESSENTIAL TO WIN 
CONSENT FOR HIS POLICIES IN CONGRESS OR IN THE WORLD. 

9. SOME KEY MEMBERS OF THE CABINET MAY QUIT IF THE 
EROSION OF RESPECT FOR THE PRESIDENT'S CHARACTER AND 
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AUTHORITY GOES ON. BUT IT HAS NOT REACHED THAT POINT YET. 

MR. KISSINGER IS STILL ABLE TO MEDIATE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST CONFLICT. MR. SCHLESINGER IS STILL ABLE TO NEGOTIATE 
EFFECTIVELY WITH THE RUSSIANS ON STRATEGIC ARMS CONTROL, 

AND WITH THE WEST EUROPEANS, WHO HAVE EVEN MORE POLITICAL 
INSTABILITY THAN WASHINGTON, ON NATO AND THE DEFENSE OF 
THE FREE WORLD. 
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10. BUT THE WHITE HOUSE CANNOT USE CABINET MEMBERS LIKE 
SECRETARY DENT AS PROPAGANDISTS AGAINST IMPEACHMENT WITH- 
OUT GETTING IN DEEP TROUBLE WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 
CABINET. ANYWAY. PATRICK BUCHANAN ON THE WHITE HOUSE 
STAFF IS MUCH BETTER AT PROPAGANDA THAN MR. DENT. WHEN PAT 
DEFENDS THE PRESIDENT BUT DISARMS THE OPPOSITION BY SAYING 
HE DIDN'T FIND THE WHITE HOUSE TAPES "SPIRITUALLY 
UPLIFTING," WHO NEEDS DENT? 

1 1 . MR. KISSINGER IS THE KEY FIGURE IN THIS CABINET QUES- 
TION. HE IS STAYING OUT OF THE WATERGATE AND IMPEACHMENT 
BATTLES. ONE SUSPECTS HE MAY EVEN BE PROLONGING HIS 
SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY IN THE MIDDLE EAST IN ORDER TO AVOID THE 
EVEN MORE COMPLICATED AND POISONOUS POLITICAL CONTROVER- 
SIES OF WASHINGTON. 

12. BUT THE WAY THINGS ARE GOING HERE, THE CABINET, EVEN 
IF IT IS WEAK AND DIVIDED, CANNOT BE IGNORED. IF CABINET 
MEMBERS STUCK TO THEIR JOBS, AS THEY PROBABLY SHOULD FOR 
THE TIME BEING, BUT FOUND THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS GOING TO 
FIGHT IT OUT TO THE LAST SENATOR, THEY COULD PROTEST AND 
PROBABLY BRING THE PRESIDENT DOWN. 

13. MR. KISSINGER IS BEING CAREFUL NOW TO AVOID TALKING 
LIKE MR. DENT FOR THE PRESIDENT ON THE EVIDENCE OF THE 
TAPES, OR LIKE MR. BRINEGAR, DEPLORING THE TAPES, THOUGH 
HE UNDOUBTEDLY HAS HIS OWN PRIVATE OPINION. 

14. BUT HE ALSO HAS A CONVICTION ABOUT THE RESPONSIBILITY 
OF THE CABINET. HE IS, AFTER ALL, A HISTORIAN, WITH HIS 

OWN MEMORIES AND MODELS. HE MAY VERY WELL ASK WHAT HENRY 
STIMSON OR CHARLES EVANS HUGHES WOULD HAVE DONE IF THEY 
HAD TO CHOOSE BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND THE REPUBLIC, AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 103461 

IF THINGS GO ON AS THEY ARE, HE COULD RESIGN LIKE ANTHONY 
EDEN IN PROTEST AGAINST THE POLICIES OF CHAMBERLAIN. 

15. ALL THIS IS VERY VAGUE AND REMOTE BUT IT SHOULD NOT BE 
DISCOUNTED. FOR THE POSITION OF THE CABINET CAN BE 
IMPORTANT. IT COULD EVEN BE DECISIVE, PARTICULARLY IF MR. 
KISSINGER FELT HE COULD NO LONGER CARRY OUT HIS RESPONSE 
BILITIES TO AN IMPEACHED PRESIDENT. BUT MR. NIXON IS NOT 
TALKING TO HIS CABINET ABOUT THIS PROBLEM. HE IS ASSUMING 
THEIR LOYALTY TO HIM, FORGETTING THAT UNLIKE MESSRS. 
EHRLICHMAN AND HALDEMAN, THEY MAY BE DRIVEN IN THE CRISIS 
TO CONSIDER A HIGHER LOYALTY TO THE NATION. RUSH 
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